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                   NOTICE TO CROWSNEST PASS STUDENTS AND PARENTS

                       RE:  BUSSING FOR THE 2010 – 2011 SCHOOL YEAR 

                                     AND SCHOOL START/END TIMES

                                                      March 9, 2010
Concern has been expressed for a number of years about the start and end times for students in the Crowsnest Pass, especially those attending Horace Allen School.  The school start and end times were largely determined by the bussing system utilized to transport students to the various schools.

In order to address these concerns and optimize learning opportunities for students in the Crowsnest Pass, bussing of students in the Crowsnest Pass will change from a three route system to a one route system, effective August 30, 2010.  A one route system means that students from ECS through Grade 12 will be picked up at the same bus stops and be transported together on the same buses to their school locations in the morning with each bus stopping at each school.  In the afternoon, buses from Horace Allen School and Isabelle Sellon School will take students to C.C.H.S. where they may need to transfer to another bus as well as pick up C.C.H.S. students to go to their afternoon drop off point.

Starting with the 2010 – 2011 school year, the start time for Crowsnest Consolidated High School will be 8:35 a.m. while the start times for Horace Allen School and Isabelle Sellon School will be 8:40 a.m.  Dismissal times for Horace Allen School and Isabelle Sellon School will be 3:10 p.m. on Monday through Thursday and 1:00 p.m. on Fridays.  Dismissal time for Crowsnest Consolidated High School will be 3:30 p.m. on Monday through Thursday and 1:16 p.m. on Fridays.  The specific pick up and drop off locations and times throughout the Crowsnest Pass will be determined and sent out by the end of May.

Only those students who reside 2.4 kilometers or more from the school that they are to attend will be eligible to ride a bus to and from school.  Note that the current practice of transporting students closer than the 2.4 km. limit with the purchase of an L.R.S.D. bus pass will end at the conclusion of the current 2009 – 2010 school year.  The only exceptions to the 2.4 km limit remain as follows:

· Students living on the Kananaskis Road, north of where the pavement ends, or

· Students living on Willow Drive, west of the bridge over the river, or

· Students on Highway 3, west of the West Coleman access.

The criteria for student use of school buses for personal reasons remains the same in 2010 – 2011 as currently exists in the 2009 – 2010 school year.  This means that students approved for transportation to/from school must be eligible students under Alberta student transportation regulations, unless specifically approved elsewhere in Board policy or procedure.  They may receive transportation only on the bus that is designated to pick them up or drop them off at the designated location for their residence.  They may embark or disembark that bus at a location other than their designated pick up or drop off point, on that bus only, if they have a signed note from a parent to do so and the bus driver grants permission to do so, and the bus does not deviate from its normal route or make special stops for such pick up or drop off.  Students are not authorized to be transported on a bus other than that designated to transport them to/from the designated point for their residence.
Should you have any questions regarding student transportation matters, please contact me at (403) 625-3356.

Dale Slade

Coordinator of Transportation Services

